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This volume comprises a selection of papers accepted for the EUB-2026 International
Conference Ecology of the XXI Century, organized by the Ecological University of Bucharest.
The papers included in this book were presented within the section The Circular Economy — A
Strategic Model for Sustainable Development and Competitiveness, jointly organized by the
Faculty of Financial Management, Ecological University of Bucharest, and the Institute for
Economic Forecasting of the Romanian Academy. The conference was held in Bucharest,
Romania, on April 2-3, 2026.

All contributions included in this volume underwent a double peer-review process conducted
by two independent reviewers appointed by the Scientific Committee of the EUB-2026
International Conference.

The contents of the chapters are the sole responsibility of their respective authors. The views
and opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect those of the editors, the Faculty of
Financial Management of the Ecological University of Bucharest, or the Institute for Economic
Forecasting of the Romanian Academy.

Given the limited circulation typically associated with edited volumes, chapter authors are
encouraged to publish their contributions, in whole or in part, in scholarly journals with broader
dissemination and impact. In such cases, authors are kindly requested to acknowledge that an
earlier version of the paper was presented at the EUB-2026 International Conference Ecology
of the XXI Century, within the section The Circular Economy — A Strategic Model for
Sustainable Development and Competitiveness, jointly organized by the Faculty of Financial
Management, Ecological University of Bucharest, and the Institute for Economic Forecasting
of the Romanian Academy.
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THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

A Strategic Model for Sustainable
Development and Competitiveness

7,

The circular economy has emerged as a fundamental paradigm
for addressing the environmental, economic and social challenges
of the 215* century. By decoupling economic growth from resource
consumption and waste generation, it offers a pathway towards
sustainable development and long-term competitiveness.

This volume brings together theoretical insights, strategic
frameworks and empirical evidence to explore how circular
economy principles can be effectively integrated into policies,
business models and value chains. It provides a comprehensive
perspective for researchers, policymakers, business leaders
and practitioners seeking to drive the transition towards a
more resilient, inclusive and resource-efficient future.
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